
Journey through Death: Three Stations

STATION 1 | THE WAKE SERVICE OR VIGIL

• The initial separation of a loved one from family and friends
begins at the moment of death and continues through the
calling hours with the visitation of the body.

• The Wake Service or Vigil is a structured prayer service with
Scripture offered by the Church in the presence of the body
and living members of the deceased’s family and friends.

• The Wake Service or Vigil is a good time for a eulogy or
remembrance of the deceased.

STATION 2 | FUNERAL MASS OR  
SERVICE OUTSIDE OF MASS IN THE CHURCH

• The initial separation continues after the Church receives
the body of the deceased, which is then accompanied by
the priest as representative of the Church in the entrance
procession of this second station.

• While we are present at the funeral Mass or liturgy to pray
and be comforted in our time of grief, it is the Church’s
moment to commend the soul of the deceased back to God.

• The funeral Mass or liturgy ends with the final commendation.
It is a final farewell by the members of the community, an act 
of respect for one of their members, whom they entrust to the
tender and merciful embrace of God.

STATION 3 | GRAVESIDE SERVICE WITH BURIAL

• In this final station, we take our brother or sister to his or
her final resting place.

• Once the body reaches the place of burial, the Church offers
more prayers during the Rite of Committal, which includes
prayers over the grave, for the deceased and for the loved
ones of the deceased.

• If burial occurs in a Catholic cemetery, the grave has already
been consecrated as holy ground. If burial takes place in a
non-Catholic cemetery, a graveside ritual gives the clergy
the opportunity to bless the grave at the time of burial.

Lord Jesus Christ, by your own three days in the tomb, 
you hallowed the graves of all who believe in you 

and so made the grave a sign of hope that promises 
resurrection even as it claims our mortal bodies…

Order of Christian Funeral ( p.114)

PLANNING A FUNERAL AT 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church

1. SELECT A FUNERAL HOME
While it is not a requirement to select a Catholic funeral home,  
doing so can greatly ease your burden. They have long-standing 
and trusted relationships with Catholic parishes throughout  

the Diocese of Columbus.

Egan-Ryan www.egan-ryan.com

Maeder-Quint Tiberi www.maederquinttiberi.com

John Quint Treboni www.johnquint.com

2. DECIDE UPON BURIAL OR CREMATION
This publication provides some helpful

information to assist you with this decision.

3. CONTACT THE PARISH
We will assist you in scheduling a date and time. 

614.263.8824 or olp@olp-parish.org

4. PICK UP A FUNERAL PACKET
Please visit the parish office to pick up your packet. 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church 
20 E. Dominion Road, Columbus, Ohio 43214

Understanding the Catholic Funeral Rite
OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH | COLUMBUS, OHIO

A SIGN OF 

HOPE



PRE-PLANNING YOUR FUNERAL
This simple act of love and faith can be a great gift and comfort  

to your loved ones as well as an aid to your parish priest.  
For more information please call the parish office at 614.263.8824.

Cremation, the Funeral Mass and Burial
When making plans for a funeral or 
burial, consideration of cremation 
may arise as an option that is 
both economic or practical. Some 
Catholics may be surprised to learn 
that the Church does in fact allow 
cremation. However, it is important 
to understand this allowance by 
considering the history of cremation 
from the perspective of the Church’s 
belief in the resurrection of the 
body, one of the core Catholic 
Christian beliefs as prayed in the 
Creed every Sunday. 

Cremation and the Resurrection 
of the Body.  In the year 1886, the 
general legislation on the funeral 
rite from the Vatican’s Holy Office, 
as it was formerly called, did not 
permit cremation of the body. This 
restriction was in response to the 
Freemasonry religion, which did 
not believe in the resurrection 
of the body and thus permitted 
its believers to be cremated as a 
rejection of this belief. With the 
convening of the Second Vatican 
Council in 1963, the Church 
permitted cremation for burial. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
stipulates that it may be used as long 
as it does not demonstrate a denial 
of faith in the resurrection of the 
body. (CCC 2301)

Physical State of the Body. Because 
the Church teaches that the body 
becomes a temple of the Holy Spirit 
at baptism, the physical state of the  
body is an important consideration 
in funeral and burial plans. 

“The body of the deceased brings 
forcefully to mind the Church’s 
conviction that the human body is 
in Christ a temple of the Holy Spirit 
and is destined for future glory at 

the resurrection of the dead. This 
conviction in faith finds its expression 
in a sustained and insistent prayer 
that commends the deceased person 
back to God’s merciful care so that 
his or her place in the communion of 
the just may be assured. A further 
expression is the care traditionally 
taken to prepare the bodies of the 
deceased for a burial that befits their 
dignity, in expectation of their final 
resurrection in the Lord.” (Order of 
Christian Funerals 412, p. 391)

Funeral Rite with the Body Present.  
If cremation is chosen for burial, 
the Church prefers that the funeral 
rites be conducted with the body 
and that cremation be done later 
before interment. (Order of Christian 
Funerals 413, p. 391)

However, if cremation is chosen 
before the funeral liturgy, the Church 
provides an accommodation in the 
Rite of Christian Funerals for the 
prayers and ritual to be conducted 
with cremated remains, since the 
physical state of the deceased 
person is no longer a human body.

Burial of Ashes. Just as the Church 
directs that the human body needs 
to be buried, the Church also directs 
that human remains be committed 
to the ground or other approved 
burial, such as a mausoleum or 
columbarium in a cemetery.  The 
Church does not permit ashes to 
be scattered across the ground or 
in any size body of water. Likewise, 
they cannot be stored or displayed 
in a home or other place of personal 
sentiment. Burial of ashes is an act 
of respect for the remains of what 
was once a human body – a temple 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Q   If the body is present at the 
Funeral Mass with cremation to 
follow before burial, what is the 
timeline from the Mass until the 
burial of the cremated remains?
A  The Funeral Mass or service 
commences as usual, with an 
alternate form of dismissal used at 
the end: “In the sure hope of the 
resurrection, we take leave of our 
brother/sister: let us go in peace.” 
(Order of Christian Funerals, p 396)
The body is then scheduled for 
cremation by the funeral home, 
which will occur soon but not 
immediately. Burial of the cremated 
remains will need to be scheduled 
for a later date, at a time convenient 
for the family and friends of the 
deceased, with the clergy of the 
Church present to conduct the 
Graveside rite.

Q  What changes in the Funeral Rite 
exist when cremated remains are 
present instead of a body?
A  The funeral pall is not placed on 
the urn of the cremated remains, 
and all of the prayers in the ritual 
omit any reference to honoring or 
burying the body of the deceased.  
The urn with the remains inside 
is placed by the Paschal Candle 
before the Mass. The prayer for the 
Committal of Cremated Remains 
from the ritual book is used as well.

Q  I would like to be cremated. If I 
die before my spouse, what should 
happen to my remains until my 
spouse dies and my remains are put 
in his/her casket?

A   It is recommended that the 
remains be committed to the ground 
and then exhumed to be included 
in the casket of the spouse. Because 
homes may burn down or be 
ransacked by burglars, the urn should 
not be stored in the home or other 
sentimental place until the spouse 
dies. Consulting the funeral home or 
cemetery for options may help.

Q  If my spouse and I both decide 
to be cremated, I have heard that 
more than one urn of cremated 
remains can be buried in a single 
grave space. Is this true?

A  Yes, this is a possibility based on 
each individual cemetery’s rules.  
The cemetery may sell one full grave 
space for cremation burials, or they 
may have smaller spaces available 
specifically for the interment of 
cremated remains. Most cemeteries 
limit the number of urns per grave 
space, which is usually two (2) per 
space. They also likely will stipulate 
that each person buried in the space 
be identified on the grave marker. 
Again, check with the specific 
cemetery for what they allow.

Q  Do Catholics have to be buried in 
a Catholic cemetery? If a parish does 
not have its own cemetery, where 
are the closest Catholic cemeteries?

A  No. The Church stipulates that a 
Catholic must be buried in consecrated 
ground. In a Catholic cemetery, all of 
the ground within its boundaries is 
consecrated. In a township cemetery 
or other non-Catholic cemetery, the 
grave of the deceased Catholic will be 
consecrated by the priest or deacon at 
the time of burial.

     Not all parishes have its own 
cemetery.  If a Catholic wishes to 
be buried in a Catholic cemetery in 
the Columbus area, there are four 
locations around Columbus that are 
owned/managed by the Diocese of 
Columbus:  Resurrection Cemetery, 
St. Joseph Cemetery, Holy Cross 
Cemetery (located in Pataskala), and 
Mount Calvary Cemetery (although 
their space is limited). The following 
link provides contact information and 
location details for these cemeteries.

http://www.colsdioc.org/Offices/
DeptforAdministrationPersonnel/
CatholicCemeteries/Contactus.aspx

 “The body of a deceased Catholic Christian 
is also the body once washed in baptism, 
anointed with the oil of salvation, and fed with 
the Bread of Life. Thus, the Church’s reverence 
for the sacredness of the body grows out 
of a reverence and concern both natural 
and supernatural for the human person.” 

 (Order of Christian Funerals 412, p. 391) 

SYMBOLS OF BAPTISM

There are symbols of the faith used during a 
Catholic funeral Mass that manifests the deep 
importance of Baptism, where the deceased 

was first claimed by Christ and now, in death, 
returns to Him through the same symbols and 

ritual.

Holy Water   As the body is welcomed into 
the church, Holy Water is sprinkled on the 
casket in remembrance of the deceased’s 
baptism into Christ.

Funeral Pall  This is the long white cloth that 
is draped over the casket at the beginning of 
the liturgy. It represents the white garment 
received at baptism.

Paschal Candle  Also known as the Easter 
Candle, it is lit and stands near the casket. 
It reminds the faithful of Christ’s undying 
presence among them.

Incense   Incense is used as a sign of honor 
to the body of the deceased. It is also a sign 
of the community’s prayers rising to God and 
as a sign of farewell.




